The Parish is well served by road connections, with easy access to the east and west by the M4 motorway,
as well as to the north and south by the A34 trunk road. The village of Boxford used to have direct access
to the rail network through the station on the Lambourn Valley Railway which was opened on 2nd April 1898.
However, the line was eventually declared to be uneconomic and the last passenger train ran on 4th January
1960. Subsequently, the land upon which the railway ran was sold to various landowners and householders.
Today, Newbury and Didcot stations provide access to the major rail networks. The Lambourn Valley is
served by a bus service, with a schedule that appears to favour the requirements of the employed.
The responses to Question 31 showed that only a small proportion of the employed section of the community
works in the Parish (16%). The great majority works elsewhere, with Newbury and London being major
destinations. The car is by far the most commonly used means of transport to get to work and for social
purposes, as indicated by the responses to Question 32.
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Enquiries about the local bus service in Question 33, indicated that there is room for possible improvement
and the Parish Council, together with the service provider, should monitor the situation and aim to enhance
the service, especially its frequency.

Support for a cycle path between the village and Newbury was explored in Question 34. Responses in favour
amounted to fewer than 50% and therefore this item has not been included in the Action Plan. By taking the
Winterbourne Road out of the village and turning right along the bridleway to Copse Barn and Bagnor, then
rejoining the Lambourn Valley road at Speen, it is possible to avoid the most dangerous parts of the journey
to Newbury.
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Although most respondents to Question 35 (83%) indicated they had no concerns for their safety, some people
living in the more isolated parts of the Parish did indicate some anxieties. The level of reported crime in the
Parish is low; however, parishioners should be encouraged to notify the police of vandalism and petty crime so
that it can be properly monitored and so that, if there is an increase, appropriate action can be taken.

The police presence in the Parish was explored in Question 36, with the result that 20% considered it poor and
47% non-existent. The Parish Council should note these concerns for possible further consideration.

16 comments relating to speeding were noted under Question 37 - 'Additional Comments'. The Parish Council
has progressed this matter with West Berkshire Council and a 40 mph speed limit has now been imposed on
the Lambourn Valley Road. Despite the 50 mph speed restriction along the B4000 through Wickham Heath,
speeding still remains a problem and should be monitored by the Parish Council.
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The results of the pilot questionnaire and 'walk & talk' sheets showed considerable interest in the activities of the
children and youth of the community. Discussions were held with representatives of the younger age group, 5
to 17 year olds, with a view to finding out how they felt they fitted into the community. Their main comments
related to after school and holiday activities, as well as the lack of facilities - apart from the recreation ground.
One of this age group joined the Parish Plan Steering Committee and assisted in formulating questions for
inclusion in the 2007 survey. In the 'Children and Youth' section of the survey, 34 in the age group responded.
The responses to Questions 38 and 39 indicated
that the family car provides the main transport for
both school and social travel. The local bus service
provides for a number of youngsters to attend school
but the timetable does not satisfactorily meet the
needs of social travel. The results from Question 40
indicated that young people regularly travel outside
the village for their entertainment, sports and other
activities. The answers to Question 41 indicated
that Newbury is the biggest single destination.

The responses to Question 42 showed that the
recreation ground is frequently used by about 44%
of the children and youth. Responses to Question 43
(59%) indicated that the majority feel the facilities
should be upgraded. This item has been carried
forward to the Action Plan.

PLAY AREA AT RECREATION GROUND
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The

responses

to

Question 44 indicated
53% support for after
school

or

holiday

activities and this item
has

been

carried

forward to the Action
Plan.

The ideas of a village youth club for 11 to 17 year olds, or a parish youth committee, were also raised but did
not receive a high level of support, as indicated in the responses to Questions 45 and 46.

Question 47 lists some of the
facilities requested by the
youth in the community when
the questionnaire for the
2007

survey

developed.

was

being

Despite the

relatively modest level of
support for these individual
suggestions, the Village Hall
Committee should keep them
in mind when upgrading or
designing new village hall or
pavilion facilities.
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Question 37 gave parishioners the opportunity to make comments freehand about any additional ideas or
proposals not covered in the questionnaire. These comments are listed below under six categories and will
be available to the various parish committees for consideration. Where an additional comments has been
addressed in the Parish Plan a page reference has been included within the tables.

30

Projects that received more than 50% support in the 2007 Parish Plan survey are
incorporated in the Action Plan that follows over the next four pages. The priorities set
down in the Action Plan have been determined by the appropriate committee and
reflect, where possible, the level of interest shown in a particular item.
The West Berkshire Council approved the Action Plan in May 2008 as a precursor to
adopting the whole Parish Plan on 1st July 2008.
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The final survey to consolidate and structure the views and wishes of the community
was conducted in July and August 2007. Over the next eight pages the survey
questions are reproduced exactly as in the original questionnaire, except that the
instructions on how to complete each question are removed and replaced with the
results. Question 37 is excluded since it is considered in detail in Section 13 Additional Comments.
Percentages are inserted to show the relative degree of support, or otherwise, for
each question. Where necessary the method of calculating these percentages is
explained. The bar charts and pie charts included in the main body of the Parish Plan
reflect these percentages.
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SUPPORTED BY

Caltha Palustris (Marsh Marigold)
found in Boxford’s water meadows
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www.boxford.org.uk
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