COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON
THURSDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2025

Councillors Present: Adrian Abbs, Dennis Benneyworth, Dominic Boeck, Jeff Brooks,
lain Cottingham, Carolyne Culver, Billy Drummond, Denise Gaines, Clive Hooker, Paul Kander,
Jane Langford, Alan Macro, Tom McCann, Erik Pattenden, Justin Pemberton, Richard Somner,
Stephanie Steevenson  (Vice-Chairman), Joanne Stewart, Clive Taylor,  Tony Vickers
(Chairman) and Howard Woollaston

Also Present: Paul Coe (Executive Director — Adult Social Care), Joseph Holmes (Chief
Executive), Clare Lawrence (Executive Director - Place), Sarah Clarke (Executive Director -
Resources), Honorary Alderman Tony Linden, Stephen Chard (Democratic Services Manager),
Jake Carpenter (Group Executive (Cons)), Councillor Antony Amirtharaj (attending remotely),
Benjamin Ryan (Democratic Services Officer) and Nicola Thomas (Service Lead — Legal and
Democratic Services)

Apologies for inability to attend the meeting: Honorary Alderman Paul Bryant, Honorary
Alderman Keith Chopping, Honorary Alderman Graham Jones, Honorary Alderman Rick Jones,
Honorary Alderman Gordon Lundie, Honorary Alderman Andrew Rowles, Councillor Phil
Barnett, Councillor Nick Carter, Councillor Heather Codling, Councillor Martin Colston,
Councillor Laura Coyle, Councillor Paul Dick, Councillor Nigel Foot, Councillor Stuart Gourley,
Councillor Janine Lewis, Councillor Ross Mackinnon, Councillor David Marsh, Councillor Biyi
Oloko, Councillor Vicky Poole, Councillor Matt Shakespeare, Councillor Louise Sturgess and
Councillor Martha Vickers

PART |

1. Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest received.

2. Delegation of powers under Section 91, Local Government Act 1972

The Council considered a report (Agenda Item 3) concerning whether to delegate power
to make orders under Section 91 of the Local Government Act 1972 to enable the
continued functioning of Hermitage Parish Council (the Parish). There had been a
number of resignations from the Parish recently and as a result was currenting ‘inquorate’
meaning that it could not undertake its decision making processes. This report sought to
temporarily resolve this situation by making temporary appointments to the Parish
Council.

MOTION: Proposed by Councillor Jeff Brooks and seconded by Councillor lain
Cottingham:

That the Council:

“Delegates authority to the Monitoring Officer, in consultation with the Group Leaders, to
make an Order to appoint Parish Councillors to ensure that the inquorate Parish Council
was made quorate and could continue to act.”

Councillor Brooks acknowledged that the Parish had been going through a difficult time,
impacting on both the remaining Councillors and those individuals who had recently took
the decision to stand down.

The purpose of this item was to appoint two Parish Councillors on a temporary basis to
assist the Parish and enable it to function for the benefit of its residents. The individuals
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proposed were Councillors Heather Codling and Paul Dick, both of whom were Ward
Councillors for the area.

Councillor Brooks explained that both Councillors were extremely dedicated and
experienced public representatives. Councillor Codling had served on Cold Ash Parish
Council for a number of years and Councillor Dick, as a former Secondary Headteacher
for many years, had done much for the children and young people of the district, and for
their families.

Councillor Dominic Boeck agreed that the two District Councillors had much to offer the
Parish. He did however query if they had the necessary time to undertake the role.

Councillor Carolyne Culver explained that while she had not spoken to Councillor David
Marsh, the Minority Group Leader, for his view, she echoed her support for Councillors
Codling and Dick to be appointed to the Parish. They had already given great service to
West Berkshire Council and would do likewise on the Parish.

Councillor Clive Taylor was the Chairman of his local Parish Council and had
encountered difficulties with achieving a quorum on occasion. He therefore queried
whether two temporary appointments would be sufficient.

Councillor Adrian Abbs felt it would be useful to explain the next steps in the process for
the benefit of residents.

Councillor Tony Vickers explained that he had supported Greenham Parish Council when
they found themselves in a similar situation with achieving a quorum in the past. Parish
councils did a great deal for their local communities and it was important for West
Berkshire Council to assist the Parish with moving forward in a positive way.

Councillor lain Cottingham reinforced that parish and town councils performed a very
important role in their local areas, doing a great deal to contribute to local communities. It
was therefore crucial to get the Parish back up and running.

Councillor Brooks responded to the points made during the debate. Councillors Codling
and Dick had both confirmed their willingness and their ability to support the Parish.

The appointment of Councillors Codling and Dick would result in five Councillors being on
the Parish, with a quorum of four. It could then follow that other Councillors could be co-
opted onto the Parish. Elections could become necessary dependent on the number of
candidates for the roles. It was confirmed that there were 11 positions on the Parish.

The Motion was put to the meeting and duly RESOLVED.

(The meeting commenced at 5.30pm and closed at 5.45pm)
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