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P West Berkshire
District Council
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To: All Members of the Council

You are requested to attend an Extraordinary

meeting of

WEST BERKSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

to be held in the

COUNCIL OFFICES, MARKET STREET,

NEWBURY
on
Tuesday 4 November 2025

at 7.00pm

&mﬁ ChaCe .

Sarah Clarke
Executive Director — Resources
West Berkshire District Council

Date of despatch of Agenda: Monday 27 October 2025

AGENDA

Part |

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive apologies for inability to attend the meeting (if any). (Pages 5 - 6)

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To remind Members of the need to record the existence and nature of any personal,
disclosable pecuniary or other registrable interests in items on the agenda, in
accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct. (Pages 7 - 8)
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http://info.westberks.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=38477&p=0

Agenda - Council to be held on Tuesday 4 November 2025 (continued)

3. LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION - FULL PROPOSAL FOR
OXFORDSHIRE AND WEST BERKSHIRE

The English Devolution White Paper published on the 16 December 2024, outlined the
government’s plans to reset the relationship with local and regional government. The
government stated that rebuilding and reforming local government would be the
foundation of devolution, with a focus on getting the basics right.

On the 5 February, the government wrote to the Leaders of all two-tier councils (the
five district councils and the county council) in Oxfordshire. This was a formal
invitation to those Leaders to develop a proposal for local government reorganisation
and to provide guidance on the development of proposals. The government invited the
submission of Interim Plans by 21 March 2025, followed by Full Proposals by 28
November 2025.

On the 10 February, West Berkshire Council received a formal request on behalf of
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Councils to consider the option of a new
unitary council covering the three areas. That resulted in the development of an
Interim Proposal, that was approved by West Berkshire Council’'s Executive at a
meeting on 19 March 2025.

The government invited the submission of full proposals by the 28 November, and this
report proposes the approval by Executive of the Full Proposal, produced at Appendix
A, for submission to Government. (Pages 9 - 472)

If you require this information in a different format or translation, please contact
Stephen Chard on telephone 01635 519462.




