
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice of Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Executive 
 

Thursday 2 July 2026 at 6.00 pm 
 

in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, 
Market Street, Newbury 
 
Note: This meeting can be streamed live here: https://www.westberks.gov.uk/executivelive  
. 
 
 
 
 
 
Date of despatch of Agenda:  Wednesday 24 June 2026 
 
For further information about this Agenda, or to inspect any background documents 
referred to in Part I reports, please contact Sadie Owen (Principal Democratic 
Services Officer) on 01635 519052 e-mail: sadie.owen1@westberks.gov.uk 
 
Further information and Minutes are also available on the Council’s website at 
www.westberks.gov.uk  

 
 

Scan here to access the public 
documents for this meeting 

https://www.westberks.gov.uk/executivelive
http://www.westberks.gov.uk/


Agenda - Executive to be held on Thursday 2 July 2026 (continued) 
 

 
 

 

To: Councillors Jeff Brooks (Chairman), Patrick Clark, Heather Codling (Vice-
Chairman), Iain Cottingham, Nigel Foot, Denise Gaines, Stuart Gourley, 
Tom McCann, Justin Pemberton and Vicky Poole 

  

 

Agenda 
 

Part I Pages 
 

1.    Apologies for Absence 5 - 6 
 To receive apologies for inability to attend the meeting (if any).  

2.    Portfolio Holder Announcements 7 - 8 

3.    Minutes 9 - 24 
 To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting of the 

Executive held on 21 May 2026 and of the extraordinary meeting of 
Executive on 11 June 2026. 

 

4.    Declarations of Interest 25 - 26 
 To remind Members of the need to record the existence and nature of any 

personal, disclosable pecuniary or other registrable interests in items on 
the agenda, in accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct. 

 

5.    Public Questions 27 - 28 
 Members of the Executive to answer questions submitted by members of 

the public in accordance with the Executive Procedure Rules contained in 
the Council’s Constitution.  

 

6.    Petitions 29 - 30 
 Councillors or Members of the public may present any petition which they 

have received. These will normally be referred to the appropriate 
Committee without discussion. 

 

Items as timetabled in the Forward Plan 

  Pages 

7.    2025/26 Financial Performance: Provisional Outturn 31 - 56 
 Purpose: to provide a provisional report on the financial performance of 

the Council’s Revenue and Capital year-end for the 2025/26 financial 
year. The report also indicates the provisional impact on the Council’s 
General Fund as at year-end.  

 

8.    2026-2027 Council Strategy Refresh 57 - 78 
 Purpose: to present the refreshed Council Strategy 2023-2027 for 

approval. The refreshed Strategy confirms the Council’s strategic 
priorities, outcomes and areas of focus. 

 

http://info.westberks.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=38477&p=0
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/strategyandperformance


Agenda - Executive to be held on Thursday 2 July 2026 (continued) 
 

 
 

9.    2025/26 Performance Report Q4 79 - 134 
 Purpose: to provide assurance that the priority areas in the Council 

Strategy 2023-2027 are being managed effectively as at the end of the 
2025/26 year, and where performance has fallen below the expected 
level, present information on the remedial action taken and the impact of 
that action. 

 

10.    Automatic Fire Suppression - Council Motion and Response 135 - 146 
 Purpose: a Motion was submitted to Council on 16 October 2025 to 

request that the Council ‘commit to the installation of sprinklers or other 
Automatic Fire Suppression Systems in the Council’s own building stock 
when constructing new buildings, significant extensions and relevant 
refurbishment of existing buildings’.  

This report notes the Motion and proposes an updated Automatic Fire 
Suppression Systems Policy and Procedure for consideration and 
approval by Executive 

 

11.    Response to Resources and Place Scrutiny Committee Task and 
Finish Group Report- Project Management 

147 - 208 

 Purpose: the report provides the Council’s management response to the 
findings and recommendations of the Project Management Task and 
Finish Group. It sets out where actions are already underway, where 
additional work is required, and how the Council will embed a more 
consistent, disciplined and capacity-led approach to managing projects. 

 

12.    Thames Valley Spatial Development Strategy (SDS) Development 
and Governance 

209 - 220 

 Purpose: the report seeks Executive support the establishment of a 
partnership among Oxfordshire, Berkshire, and Swindon councils to 
develop a statutory Spatial Development Strategy for the Thames Valley.  

 

13.    A Whole System Prevention Approach 221 - 254 
 Purpose: the paper sets out West Berkshire’s overarching approach to 

prevention across children, families and adults. 
 

14.    Members' Questions 255 - 256 
 Members of the Executive to answer questions submitted by Councillors 

in accordance with the Executive Procedure Rules contained in the 
Council’s Constitution. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Sarah Clarke 
Executive Director: -Resources 
 

https://info.westberks.gov.uk/strategyandperformance
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/strategyandperformance


Agenda - Executive to be held on Thursday 2 July 2026 (continued) 
 

 
 

 

If you require this information in a different format or translation, please contact 
Sadie Owen on telephone (01635) 519052. 


