
Item 23: 
 

Member Questions to be answered at the Council meeting on 2 
December 2021. 

Members of the Executive to answer the following questions submitted by Councillors 

in accordance with the Council’s Constitution: 

(a) Question to be answered by the Portfolio Holder for Internal Governance, 

Leisure and Culture submitted by Councillor Tony Vickers: 

 
“How can we councillors justify to our constituents why planning ‘decisions’ by 

us are made entirely in public, but licensing ‘decisions’ by us are debated and 
framed behind closed doors?” 

 
(b) Question to be answered by the Portfolio Holder for Adult Social Care 

submitted by Councillor Martha Vickers: 

“Could this Council consider expanding the service it provides through i ts Family 
Hubs to ensure that those families most affected by the pandemic, particularly 

those in our areas of deprivation, have easy access to the support they so vitally 
need?” 

(c) Question to be answered by the Portfolio Holder for Housing, Strategic 

Partnerships and Transformation submitted by Councillor Jeff Beck: 

“Will the Portfolio Holder please update us with regard to the number of Rough 
Sleepers currently in West Berkshire, the support being offered and the number 

declining this assistance. Your Report  upon the progress West Berkshire 
Council is making to deal with this problem, in both the short and medium terms 

will be appreciated, thank you”. 

(d) Question to be answered by the Portfolio Holder for Environment and 
Waste submitted by Councillor Phil Barnett: 

“In view of the promotion of planning trees in public places small saplings quickly 
become fully fledged mature trees. 

Therefore can the Executive Member for highways and the Environment identify 
what maintenance and inspection regime is in place to reassure the public that 
quickly growing trees are safe and, where necessary, pollarding takes place at 

the  appropriate time?” 

(e) Question to be answered by the Portfolio Holder for Environment and 

Waste submitted by Councillor Martha Vickers: 

“What can this Council do, in conjunction with its partners, to encourage local 
businesses to reduce their carbon footprint, particularly regarding the disposal of 

their rubbish?” 

https://info.westberks.gov.uk/constitution

